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ENTRAL BRUSSELS is divided into two main areas, each
C of which has its own chapter in the guide. Historically
the poorer area where workers and immigrants lived, the
Lower Town contains the exceptional 17th-century heart
of the city, the Grand Place, as well as the cosmopolitan
Place de Brouckere, and the historic workers’ district, the
Marolles. The Upper Town, traditional home of the
aristocracy, is an elegant area which encircles the
city’s green oasis, the Parc de Bruxelles. Running
up through the area is Rue Royale, which ends _;
in the 18th-century Place Royale, home to the
city’s finest art museums.
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Jrom busy Boule-
vard Anspach in
the Lower Town,
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Place du Petit Sablon
This square is a jewel |
of the Upper Town. |
Originally a borse markelt, y
the central area became TI
a flower garden in 1890,
surrounded by wroughi-
iron railings decorated
with stone statuettes.
Each figure represents a
medieval trade or craft
that brought prosperity to
the capital
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Palais Royal
The official home of the

Belgian monarch, this is one
of the finest 18th-century
buildings in the Upper Town.
A highlight of Neo-Classical
architecture, it overlooks Parc
de Bruxelles



